
Assessed Fourth Grade Students at the End of the School Year

3 Singapore 35 (1.4) 71 (1.6) 90 (0.9) 97 (0.5)
2 † Hong Kong SAR 21 (1.4) 68 (1.8) 92 (1.0) 98 (0.4)

Russian Federation 21 (1.3) 63 (2.0) 89 (1.4) 98 (0.4)
England ⋈ 18 (1.2) 57 (1.3) 86 (0.9) 97 (0.4)
Bulgaria 16 (0.8) 49 (1.4) 78 (1.4) 93 (0.9)

2 Sweden 15 (0.9) 50 (1.2) 81 (0.9) 95 (0.6)
Finland 14 (1.0) 53 (1.4) 84 (1.0) 96 (0.5)
Australia ⋈ 14 (0.7) 48 (1.3) 80 (1.0) 94 (0.5)
Poland 14 (0.8) 52 (1.5) 85 (1.0) 97 (0.5)

† New Zealand 11 (0.8) 41 (1.1) 71 (1.0) 90 (0.6)
Czech Republic 11 (0.8) 47 (1.3) 82 (1.0) 96 (0.5)

2 † Denmark 11 (0.8) 48 (1.3) 81 (0.9) 96 (0.6)
Norway (5) 11 (0.6) 47 (1.3) 81 (1.0) 96 (0.6)
Chinese Taipei 10 (0.6) 50 (1.4) 85 (1.0) 97 (0.4)
Macao SAR 9 (0.7) 45 (0.7) 82 (0.6) 96 (0.4)
Germany 8 (0.7) 39 (1.2) 75 (1.1) 94 (0.5)

2 Italy 8 (0.6) 44 (1.5) 83 (1.0) 97 (0.3)
3 Israel ⋈ 8 (0.7) 35 (1.1) 67 (1.1) 88 (0.8)
† Slovak Republic 8 (0.8) 42 (1.7) 79 (1.2) 94 (0.8)

Malta 8 (0.6) 36 (1.3) 70 (1.4) 90 (0.9)
Austria 7 (0.7) 41 (1.6) 80 (1.2) 96 (0.4)

2 Albania 7 (0.7) 33 (1.6) 69 (1.7) 92 (0.9)
≡ Netherlands 6 (0.7) 37 (1.4) 79 (1.3) 96 (0.7)

Cyprus 6 (0.6) 32 (1.4) 69 (1.5) 92 (0.7)
2 Portugal 6 (0.6) 36 (1.4) 75 (1.0) 94 (0.6)

Spain 6 (0.6) 35 (1.3) 76 (1.2) 95 (0.6)
2 Turkiye 5 (0.5) 29 (1.3) 62 (1.7) 86 (1.2)

Slovenia 5 (0.5) 35 (1.1) 75 (1.1) 94 (0.5)
3 Serbia 5 (0.5) 33 (1.6) 73 (1.7) 93 (0.8)

France 5 (0.6) 32 (1.5) 72 (1.4) 94 (0.7)
Belgium (Flemish) 3 (0.5) 29 (1.5) 71 (1.4) 94 (0.5)
Oman 3 (0.4) 13 (1.0) 35 (1.4) 62 (1.4)

2 Belgium (French) 3 (0.5) 23 (1.1) 62 (1.6) 89 (0.9)
3 Montenegro 2 (0.3) 21 (0.8) 59 (1.2) 87 (0.7)

2 † Brazil ⋈ 2 (0.3) 13 (1.0) 37 (1.6) 61 (1.9)
North Macedonia 1 (0.3) 11 (1.1) 38 (2.5) 70 (2.2)
Azerbaijan 1 (0.2) 11 (0.9) 37 (1.7) 67 (1.5)

2 ψ Egypt 1 (0.2) 5 (0.7) 19 (1.4) 45 (2.0)
Jordan 1 (0.2) 5 (0.8) 22 (1.6) 47 (2.0)

Ж South Africa ⋈ 1 (0.2) 3 (0.5) 9 (0.9) 19 (1.2)
Iran, Islamic Rep. of ⋈ 1 (0.2) 7 (0.6) 29 (1.5) 59 (2.0)
Uzbekistan 0 (0.1) 7 (0.7) 34 (1.3) 70 (1.4)

2 Kosovo 0 (0.1) 5 (0.7) 27 (1.3) 62 (1.5)

International Median 7 36 75 94

Benchmarking Participants
Moscow City, Russian Federation 35 (1.6) 79 (1.1) 96 (0.4) 100 (0.1)

3 ≡ Alberta, Canada 12 (1.1) 47 (1.9) 80 (1.5) 95 (0.8)
2 British Columbia, Canada 12 (1.1) 45 (1.9) 79 (1.5) 94 (0.8)
2 Newfoundland & Labrador, Canada 8 (1.0) 40 (1.8) 74 (1.6) 93 (0.7)

South Africa (6) ⋈ 3 (0.5) 11 (1.0) 25 (1.3) 44 (1.5)

SOURCE:  IEA's Progress in International Reading Literacy Study - PIRLS 2021

Downloaded from https://pirls2021.org/results
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( ) Standard errors appear in parentheses. Because of rounding some results may appear inconsistent.
See Appendix A.2 for population coverage notes 1, 2, and 3. See Appendix A.5 for sampling guidelines and sampling participation notes †, ‡, and ≡. 
Ψ Reservations about reliability because the percentage of students with achievement too low for estimation exceeds 15% but does not exceed 25%.
Ж Reservations about reliability because the percentage of students with achievement too low for estimation exceeds 25%.
Issues identified in Albania's data quality led to reduced comparability and framework coverage.

Exhibit 4.1: Percentages of Students Reaching the PIRLS International Benchmarks

Percentages of Students Reaching 
International Benchmarks

Advanced 
Benchmark 

(625)

High 
Benchmark 

(550)

Intermediate 
Benchmark 

(475)

⋈   Assessed one year later than originally scheduled
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